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McAllen, Texas (UP) June 8, 1955(?) 

The wetback season -- when Mexican nationals try to sneak acors 
the Rio Grande ‘owsrd American farm Jobs -- is on. The Border 
Patrol -- once the most hated croun of men in this intensely asric- 
ultural valley -- stands ready to cove with the oroblem. *strolmen 
will work day and nicht. In cotton fields andindustry, 48 well as 
on the river, wetb°-cks will b=- picked uD, fingerorited for the ®RTI, 
end--if they BBY criminal records or are “repesters" —- wharced 
with illegal entry. 

In #exico, °n edvertising campsien of "no wor in Texas" 
on to dis scourage such migration. Officials are oushine the 
“bracero' oro grem whereby 2 limited number of Mexicens 
ly in slelah a for temporary work permits in the United st 
in “exico, boosti = that netion s farn activity, 21lso will 
down the wetback count. 

Already patrolmen are \icking up wetbacks at better than 300 
® month, and the harvesting season has yet to hit its stride. Since 
1954, the percentage of pvickuos at he river has been risinsz, while 
pickups of those who have already gotten into jo>s here have been 
fewer. The Border Patrol aope>rs to have the situation under contro 
Not so a few y -rs ago, before "Operation 54" caused hatred for the 
patrol to hit a peak among farmers, many of whom used wetbac*s. 

In 1954, a seoarate "task force" of hundreds of vatrolmen 
moved into the Rio Grande Ve ley with buses, jeeps, trkes, planes 
and other equinment for finding illegal laborers and sh lipping them 
back to Mexico.- Newspaper and radio advertising in two lengeuartes 
told the farmers and the wetbecks that the l-tter could leave the 
ountry voluntarily ae Negaids left immediately. ‘oudsneskers revested 
the message in Spanish fron vlanes flying over vegetable and cotton 
patches. Within the Hee 15 days, 170,000 wetbacks walked across 
bridges to their homeland. An undold number rode taxis, trucks,an? 
buses across. The task force got another 44,875 during the 15-day 
period. Through thenext month, another 28 000 were trucked, flown, 
shipped and merched into Mexico. HERS days later, the tas force 
was dissolved. The emergency, whic esen during World War ITI 
labor shortege oeriods, was over. It was estimated lastmonth 
that there were fewer than 500 wetbacks worxing in the entire Rio 
Grende Va ley. 

ngry farmers, left wkk in 1954 with healf-o'rced cotton fields 
and a labor shortage, disvlayed an almost unsnimous contemot for the 
Border Patrol. Charges 6f "Gestaoo tactics" and "roughing up" flew. 
The charges were never oroved to the satisfaction of the Immigration 
service. They were never disproved to the satisfation of the valley 
ry néewsoacers and farmers. Some resentment stil exists. 

Recently, the Valley Form Bureau, reores nting 4,000 farmers, 
andorsed a resolution to cut the numbers of the Border Patrol. 
bureau manager O j Mercedes said the move wasmotiv-ted only 
Oy economy. He said he did not ‘mow how much of the resentment was 
stil felt in the valley but that the Patrol “wouldn't win any 
pooulatity coxrtests around here." 

A former patrolman, James Griffin, 29 ma jor valley farmer and 
rancher who was most criticla of the patrol in 1954 when it "made an 
example of him," said many of the vractices he objected to are no 
longer in use. 

Border PatrolInspector George Harrison, who came here wit 

force and stayed to take over the headay arters, said the 
of todsy is diferent from the we tbheck of a few years amo. 
earlier wetbacecs were simmole, honest veovle just looking 
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